Cllras leaves floating on H3PO, (10 pglml) were protected lrom inlection by a strain ol Phvtophthora citophthora sensitive in vitro to H3PO, (S strain). Protection was associated with significant scoparone accumulation at the inlection site. On the contrary, an H,PO, relatively insensitive (RI) mutant of the lungus inlected leaves floating on H3PO3 (10 pglml), and did not produce scoparone accumulation. S and RI strains were inlectious in leaves floating on control buller devoid of HrPO3. Both scoparone accumulation and inhibition ol the S strain in Citras leaves floating on HrPOr (10 pglml) were reversed by pretreatment with AOA. In vitro incubation of P. citrophthora mycelia in HrPO, (10 pglml) released a significant scoparone eliciting activity lrom the S strain, but not from the RI strain, as tested in Citrus leaves. Application ol the scoparone eliciting preparation ol S strain towards Cilrrs leaves protected them against inlection by either S or RI strain; both scoparone accumulation and leal protection were suppressed by O pietreatment of the leaves with AOA. Thus, scoparone elicitors released in vitro by H3PO1 (10 pglml) trèatment of mycelia of the S strain (but not of the RI strain) ol P. citrophthora, mimic the incompatible response observed in HrPOr-treated Citrus leaves inoculated with the S strain (but not with the RI strain) of the fungus.
Introduction
Fosetyl-Al (aluminium tris-O-ethylphosphonate, trade name Aliette@), has little in vitro effect on mycelial growth of most oomycetes, while controlling a number ol diseases they cause in plants. Ltd A number of observations supported the hypothesis that host reactions are involved in the protection of plants by phosphonates [2] [3] [4] , but it was also suggested that these chemicals might act through a direct toxicity towards plant pathogens t5,61. We have shown previously that floating leaves on fosetyl-Al or H3PO3 prevented infection by a fosetyl-Al and H3PO1 sensitive S strain of Phytophthora citrophthora, but not infection by a mutant of the fungus relatively insensitive (RI) to fosetylAl and H3PO3 [7] . We also found that preinoculation of leaves floating on H3PO3 with the S strain prevented infection by the subsequently inoculated R strain. This suggested that a general resistance mechanism was induced by inoculating the S strain (but not the RI strain) of P. citrophthora to fosetylAl (or H3POJ) 
